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verses of Matthew's Gospel, " but that this reading
of His life was due to the historical developments
of a later age." l In similar fashion Dr. James
Moff att, in his Historical New Testament, attributes
the words, not to Jesus, but to cc the later spirit of
the Church." 2 Dr. A. B. Bruce, too, though he
believes that a universal mission had its place in
the mind of Christ, yet nevertheless inclines to the
opinion that the words in Matthew's Gospel are
not so much " a report of what the risen Jesus said
to His disciples at a given time and place, as
rather a summary of what the Apostolic Church
understood to be the will of the exalted Lord." 3

What, now, shall we say to all this ? Obviously
we cannot claim for Matthew that he has preserved
for us the ipsissima verba of our Lord. Apart
from the fact that this particular saying, like many
of the sayings of Jesus, may in its form owe some-
thing to the prepossessions of His reporters,
Matthew's account of the Commission differs from
Mark's, and Luke's from both, so that any claim
to verbal exactness is manifestly out of the ques-
tion. What, however, we may and must maintain
is that behind these varying forms lies the substance
of the Great Commission. Dr. Denney puts the

1 Harnack, p. 45.                            2 Page 648.

3 Apologetics, p. 463.    See also Expositor's Greek Testament,
vol. i, p, 340,